
For Additional Information
Please contact:

Missouri Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
205 Jefferson St. 
P.O. Box 480 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480 
Phone: 573-751-2313 
Email: cassie.williams@dese.mo.gov

Missouri Migrant 
Education Program

800-234-8848

National Migrant  
Education Hotline:

Migrant Education and English 
Language Learning Program

Local Migrant Education Offices
Region I: Malden School District  •
505 Burkhart St. 
Malden, MO 63863 
Contact: Angel Castro 
Phone: 573-276-2276 (office) and  
573-334-8072 (cell) 
Email: acastro@malden.k12.mo.us

Region IV: Northeast RPDC  •
Violette Hall 2200 
100 E. Normal 
Kirksville, MO 63501 
Contact: Manuela Camacho 
Phone: 660-341-1134 (cell)  
Fax: 660-785-5397 
Email: mcamacho@truman.edu

Region VII: Southwest RPDC  •
901 S. National 
Springfield, MO 65897 
Contact: Yeni Vasquez 
Phone: 417-836-4097  
Fax: 417-829-5072 
Email: yenivasquez@missouristate.edu

Region VIII: Missouri Migrant Education  •
and English Language Learning 
8225 Florissant Road 
St. Louis, MO 63121 
Contact: Pendy Trujillo 
Phone: 314-692-1216 (office) and 
314-488-4308 (cell) 
Fax: 314-692-9700 
Email: ptrujillo@csd.org

Region IX: Central RPDC  •
232 Foster-Knox Hall 
Warrensburg, MO 64093 
Contact: Juan Chavez 
Phone: 800-762-4146 (office) and  
660-441-7099 (cell) 
Fax: 660-543-8245 
Email: chavez@ucmo.edu

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. 
Inquiries related to Department programs and to the location 
of services, activities, and facilities that are accessible by 
persons with disabilities may be directed to the Jefferson 
State Office Building, Civil Rights Compliance (Title 
VI/Title IX/504/ADA/Age Act), 205 Jefferson Street, 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480; telephone number 573-
526-4757 or Relay Missouri 800-735-2966.



What Are Migrant Families?
Migrant families and students:

Move five to 10 times per year on average.  •

Have an average family size of eight members. •

Have parents with an average life expectancy of  •
49 years.

Have an infant-mortality rate that is 125  •
percent higher than the national rate.

Other statistics about migrant families include:

75-90 percent of migrant families have a  •
combined income of $10,000 or less.

80-97 percent of migrant parents have not  •
graduated from high school.

35 percent of kindergarten students are one or  •
more years older than their peers.

45 percent of second-graders are achieving  •
below their grade level.

Seventh- and eighth-grade migrant children  •
begin dropping out at higher rates.

86 percent are Hispanic, 5 percent are white,  •
1 percent are black, 5 percent are Southeast 
Asian and 3 percent are classified as other.

Missouri Migrant Education Program

Educational Challenges Faced  
by Migratory Children

Mobility and poverty •

Limited English-speaking ability •

Cultural and economic isolation •

Low self-esteem •

High dropout rates •

The Purpose of the Missouri Migrant 
Education Program
The Missouri Migrant Education Program assists 
school districts in improving the education of farm 
workers’ children who have had their schooling 
interrupted. Federal legislation emphasizes helping 
migratory children meet the same high standards 
expected of all students. This is accomplished by 
coordinating and supporting services that help 
migratory children make progress in school.

Program Eligibility
Educational and supportive services can be 
provided for migratory students who are children 
of migratory agricultural workers, including dairy 
workers and certain food-processing workers. To 
be eligible, these children must have moved from 
one school district to another either on their own, 
with a migrant parent/guardian or to join a migrant 
parent/guardian in the preceding 36 months. 
The move must be due to economic necessity on 
the part of the migratory agricultural workers. In 
Missouri, approximately 700 children are served in 
60 school districts covering 35 counties.

Program Benefits
Strong student support •

A family-centered educational approach •

Interagency/intrastate coordination •

Coordination with growers/agricultural industries •

Parental involvement •

Increasing graduation and promotion rates •

State administered and locally operated •

Program Services
Afterschool and summer programs •

Preschool and in-home programs •

Social support •

Advocacy •

Language development •

Enriched education in math and science •

Transition to postsecondary education •

Helping the children of migratory agricultural workers


